[Histological analysis of the testis of Apodemus sylvaticus and Clethrionomys rutilus living in radioactively contaminated areas].
We made a histological analysis of testis in Apodemus sylvaticus and Clethrionomys rutilus inhabiting a contaminated area of the East Ural Radioactive Trace (EURT). It showed that in the control these species different in the total number of cells of spermatogenic epithelium and in testis indices which were determined by interspecific differences. Concentration of 137Cs and 90Sr in Clethrionomys rutilus from the sampling plot was correspondingly 1.5 and 6.1 times higher than in the control, in Apodemus sylvaticus--1.9 and 3.6 times, correspondingly. Clethrionomys rutilus from the contaminated area had altered kinetics of spermatogenesis--an increased proliferation activity of spermatogenic epithelium. Maximum degeneration of cells was observed at the stage of spermatocytes. Such changes were not observed in Apodemus sylvaticus.